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On 2?th March there reached the Foreign Office a lespntcli from Francis Drake, our envoy at Copenhagen, who vus destined one <lay to win unenviable notoriety as the dupe >f Napoleon's secret police, and to figure in French caricatures IK n ruffled mallard flying off with bottles of invisible ink. *U present he merely forwarded a pacific proposal of Count ternstorff. In the hope of averting strifes in which Denmark mist inevitably suffer, that Minister had begged the Czarina to iccept the terms of the Allies if they were modified in her Rvour. When Catharine smiled on the proposal, Bernstorff issLircd Drake of his desire to reconcile the Courts of St. I'etcra-Mirgand Londornvithout compromising the clignityofGeorgelll. Me declared that Catharine had eagerly welcomed the prospect .if a peaceful arrangement, and hoped that the Allies would ippreciate the force of her reasons for rejecting the strict status yuo ante, seeing that she had been unjustly attacked by the -Turks, and had won u brilliant triumph. While restoring to them a large part of her conquests, .she was determined to retain ' a tttnglo fortress and a desert region in order to gain a safer frontier." She therefore hoped that the Allies would show their moderation l>y .substituting u limited sfafus quo for their present demand. BcrnstarfT added the suggestion that she should have nil the land up to tlie Dniester, on condition that the walls of QcxfikofT wore raxed for all time, and that no military colonies should be founded in the ceded territory, which also should remain waste. He further hinted that Russia might be induced to grant Kngland a favourable commercial treaty.1
This last was added as a bnlt especially tempting to Pitt, who had been much annoyed by the failure of his efforts in that direction in 1787, and now found the Dutch obdurate to some parts of hta proponed commercial treaty with them. Is it too much to assume that, if the news which arrived on 2?th March concerning the shifting of Prussian policy and the reasonableness of the Czarina had reached him two or three days earlier, he would have led the Cabinet to a far different decision? The
1 "K. O.," Denmark, 13. Drnke lo Leeds, nth March, In JJ.M. Add. MSS., 3*1436, J Jiftve found proofs thnt Auckland on 191)1 Miuch forwarded by special pnckci duplicates of ilie proposals described above, adding- his own comments 10 them, of courae in a favourable sense. They probably reached Whitehall about 24111 March, hut by that time the Cftljinel'sbelUcosodccisionhadgoimtoWindsorandrcceivcdiheKing'saasent,ech (ihu first In which Ihrwonli, ajpih MHrth 17441. 1 "K. O,," Holland, 34. 1'ill (a Aucktuid, a?(li M..rtft. Sir K. M. Koilli," h, 3(15r- iltt- ftitl j.j,^,, .-L. E> je;.,J pride rcfu^e^ 1411 "(41 unit Tlir i«mi>6i|tti*nt e i» c^nlrn! \\r i, »&r t,,,, for llic miiniK0 at N«nnk4 |«.) t annul let* A %uhjm i n) t^^ I.^.KEU t lite ttntrit nf itie Kintttit-Ki AW\ your nwn *ri»*t^iii esr»t( ^....4 s,p3u5str a
